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Just keep swimming

Size Comparisons

HUMPBACK WHALE BODY LANGUAGE

It is estimated that between 35000 – 40000 humpback whales 
will pass through the waters of Ningaloo Reef during their annual 
migration to the breeding and birthing grounds off the Kimberley.A WHALE TALE Humpback whales are the 5th largest animal on this planet. Their size 

is equivalent to 11 elephants or 600 people!

They can 
hold their 
breath for  

40 minutes.

Their lungs are 
the size of a 

small car.
Pectoral fins measure 

up to 5m.

Instead of teeth they 
have 270-400 baleen 
plates in their mouth.

A humback whale’s 
brain can weigh more 
than 5kg.

Before migration, 
humpbacks can eat 
up to 2 tonnes of 

krill per day! During 
migration, they 

don’t feed at all and 
live off their stored 

body fat.

THE BLOW
Whales can blow 
3-5m into the air 

as they rise to the 
surface to breathe.

SPY HOPPING
They poke their 
heads like this to 
take a good look 

at what’s going on 
around them and to 
orientate themselves 

with the shoreline.

THE SLAP
The whales have 
plenty of energy 

to leap up and flap 
their fins and flukes 

up to 30 times in 
just 5 minutes.

THE TELL
  arch their backs 

before diving, 
showing off a raised 
hump before their 

dorsal fin.

THE BREACH
Powered by 2-3 

thumps of its 
tail, this 40 tonne 
creature launches 
out of the water 

and falls backward 
with a SLAP!

FLUKE-UP DIVE
As they slip forward 
in the water, whales 

leave their tails 
hanging vertically.

The song of a male 
humpback whale can 
travel for hundreds 
of kilometers and 
produce sounds of 

120 decibels.

A humpback 
whale’s lifespan 
can range from  

48-100 years old!
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Every year from 
June to November 
humpback whales 
take on a 11000km 
return journey 
from Antarctica 
to holiday in the 
warmer waters of 
the Ningaloo Coast.

Annual migration covers 11000km along 
the west coast of Australia every year. 
Numbers are estimated to increase on 
average 11% each year.

Exmouth Facts
The Exmouth Gulf is a critical rest 
and feeding ground for Humpback 
Whale mothers and their calves. 

Exmouth Gulf is a safe haven for the 
calves. It’s a place to rest, to practice 
life’s critical skills and build blubber 
reserves before they continue their 
arduous journey back to Antarctica.

An Oceanwise Australia Report 
identifies the Exmouth Gulf as a 
globally significant Humpback 
Whale nursery, the most successful 
example of whale population 
recovery in the world. It is 
believed that the whale population 
reached as low as 300 during the 
peak of the whaling industry.

A great vantage 
point to view 
whales in 
Exmouth is on 
the hill at the 
Vlamingh Head 
Lighthouse.

Other species 
reported from the 
Ningaloo Reef include:

Orcas (Killer Whales)
Pilot Whales
Brydes Whales
Blue Whales
Southern Right Whales

1.3 to 3.6 Knots
Migration speed

3.5 to 5 Knots
Cruising speed

9 to 10 Knots
Top swim speed


